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Stop the Cuts:

Access to Justice for All

On April 11th, 2019, the provincial
government announced a $133 million cut to
Legal Aid Ontario (LAO) funding, which is
over 30% cut to the provincial contribution to
legal aid. 10 % additional cut to LAO is
scheduled for 2020. In addition, LAO has
been directed to only use funding received
from the Federal Government to cover
immigration and refugee law cases. Most of
the immigration and refugee legal aid
certificates have been cut effective
immediately!

As a result of budget cut, on June 13t LAO
cut the clinic system’s budget by almost
$15M. All clinics have been also directed to
no longer prioritize systematic work, such as
law reform and community development,
which both provide the most cost effective,
long term solutions for important issues
faced by community.

For us, the Chinese and Southeast Asian
Legal Clinic, our annual budget has been cut
1.2%.

Although our clinic has temporarily escaped
the detrimental cut, LAO’s decision not to
fund in-year budget increase, has forced us
to cut down staffing resources and as a
result, cut the service. The reason for that is
our clinic’s current lease will expire on
September 30, 2019, and we are facing a
250% increase in rent from October 1, 2019
onwards. We had made a special request to
LAO to help cover the increase in rent for
the remainder of the year, but our request
was denied. Therefore, we have filed a
formal request to LAO to reconsider its
decision to not pay the increased rent and
we are waiting for a final decision from the
LAO Board.

Federal Government’s
Announcement

On August 12, 2019, the Federal
Government announced a $26 million
funding to LAO for immigration and refugee
law services. While this is a much
welcome news for many vulnerable clients,
the one-time increase in funding does not
completely address the shortfall in legal aid
fund and does not deal with long term
sustainability of legal aid.

Cuts to LAO has reduced
direct service available for
the community

The cuts of this magnitude will have a
serious impact on low income Ontarians,
racialized community, immigrants, refugees,
people with precarious status and other
marginalized groups.

CSALC staff and Board Members participated in
a general strike at Queen’s Park



In addition to the cuts to immigration and
refugee legal aid certificates, several
community legal clinics have had their
budget cut dramatically and have reduced
their services to the low-income Ontarian.

Our clinic serves low-income, non-English
speaking clients from the Chinese,
Vietnamese, Laotian, and Cambodian
communities, who face economic, language
and culture barriers accessing justice.

We provide linguistically and culturally
appropriate services to our clients in their
language. Clients can access our service
directly without having to go through
interpreters (because our staff speak their
languages), which provides tremendous
savings/cost efficiency for the legal system.
We provide legal service for workers who
have been owed wage, tenants facing illegal
eviction, people who are denied social
assistance, and much more.

We also represent many individuals with
precarious immigration status with their
complex legal need. From helping them
sponsor their loved ones to Canada, or
prevent them from being deported to
Canada, our work is making a significant
impact on peoples’ lives. Some of these
individuals would not be in Canada today,
thriving and contributing if it were not for the
work of legal clinics like ours.

Direct
Service has
been cut.
Premier
Ford’s
promise is
broken!

As we are very close to our community, we
have focused on providing the most needed
service to our community. For example, we
have a very large caseload in employment
area, because there are many Chinese and
Southeast Asian immigrants work in
precarious employment vulnerable to
exploitation by their employer. In addition to
casework, we also advocate for systemic
change. In 2016 we produced a report,
Sweet & Sour: the Struggle of Chinese
Restaurant-Workers, documenting the
systemic issues with the enforcement of
employment standard law within the
restaurant industry. This report also led to
the Ministry of Labour conducting industry-
wide inspection for compliance. The
government says the cuts will not affect
direct services, this is simply not true. If we
are forced to lay off staff, we will have to
reduce our service.

Besides from the immediate cut to legal aid,
the provincial government also launched a
Legal Aid Modernization Project”, which
includes a review of the community legal
clinic model of providing service. It is
uncertain if the very existence of our clinic
will be eliminated or if there will be cut to the
systematic and advocacy work traditionally
done by clinic.

| Avvy Go, CSALC talked about the cuts’ impact

on low income Ontarians and racialized

2 communities at Town Hall meeting.



Why community legal clinic is This undermines the principles of access to
justice and equality. Studies also show that

Important with every dollar spent on legal aid services
$6 is saved in other areas of government
spending, such as homelessness, health,
family breakdown and incarceration.

Funded by Legal Aid Ontario, 72 community
legal clinic across Ontario have been
serving the most vulnerable Ontarians on
issues impacted them the most, such as
housing, income security, employment,
worker injury, immigration and more.

Community legal clinics are store-front office
with minimal administration and no
bureaucracy. Since clinics are rooted in
community, and with limited resource, clinics
use different initiatives to respond to the
unique issues faced by their community.

Due to language, economic and other
systemic barriers, many marginalized

groups will only be able to access justice A community meeting for STOP LEGAL
with legal assistance from community legal AID CUTS in Scarborough for Chinese
clinics as private bar do not practice poverty community members

law which impacts low income Ontarian the
most. Without clinics’ assistance, many low
income clients would be forced to resort to
self-representation. The court and tribunal
will face more unpresented individuals,
which will likely cause more lengthy court
process and cost more resource. In addition,
unpresented individuals will unlikely to stand

against well funded parties, often is the state, [
presented by legal counsels. '

A community meeting for STOP LEGAL
AID CUTS for Viethamese community
members at S.E.A.S Centre

A CSALC staff lawyer and an articling
student at a general strike on April 30,
2019 requesting “Access Justice for All”.




We need your help to stop legal
aid cut

Cut to legal aid is an assault on the community we serve. Our clinic has been holding several
community meetings, events, and participating in the rally to send strong messages to the
government and demand it to reverse all the cut with the support from clients, concerned
community members, partner organizations. Together, we can keep up the pressure and demand the
government to reverse all the cut and preserve the legal clinic system.

To get involved in our stop legal aid cut campaign, please fill out the form: https://urlzs.com/RStE

gggk R MP “ ’ . R s -3 | i . .
=T c°’“"'“°"<y0uke Ll — - Day of Action: Ride for
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CSALC staff, clients,
community members and
community partners In
front of Premier Doug
Ford’s office.

Day of Action: July 30,
2019.
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Ngwng Cat Giam:

Tiep Can Cong Ly Cho Moi Ngwoi

Ngirng cat giam - Tiép can cong
ly cho moi ngwi

Vao ngay 11 thang 4 nam 2019, chinh
quyén tinh da cat giam 133 trleu doé tai tro

cho chwong trinh phap tro Ontario-Legal Aid
Ontario (LAO), con s nay la giam trén 30%

kinh phi danh cho dich vu phap tro cua tinh
bang Chinh phu hoach dinh sé giam thém

10% cho nam 2020. Péng thoi, chinh phu
bubéc LAO chi st dung nguon tai tro cla
Chinh phu Lién bang dé chi tra cho cac van
dé ditra va tj nan. Hau hét cac chwng thw
phap tro cho van dé nhap cw va ti nan da
lap tire bi cat.

Do ngan sach bj cat gidam, ngay 13 thang 6,
Co Quan Phap Trg Ontario (LAO) da cat
glam kinh ph| cua cac Trung tam phap tro
cong déng gan 15 triéu d6 va chi thi cac
Trung tdm ngwng hoat dong cai cach luat
phap va phat trién cong ddng. C4 hai loai
déu cung cap cac giai phap dai han, hiéu
qua nhat vé chi phi cho cac van dé quan
trong ma coéng déng phai d6i mat.

Riéng voi Trung tdm Luat phap Hoa-Viét-

Khmer-Lao, ngan sach nién khoa cua chung

t6i bi cat 1.2%.

Mac du Trung tm tam th&i thoat hiém trong

sw cat giam bat lgi nay, nhung néu LAO

khéng tang ngan sach trong ndm nay cé thé

budc chiing t6i phai sa thai nhan vién va
giam bét dich vu. Vi hop dong thué van

phong hién tai ctia ching tdi s& hét han vao

ngay 30 thang 9 ndm 2019, bat dau ngay 1
thang 10, 2019, tién thué mdi sé gia tang

250%. Chung toi d&c biét yéu cau LAO gitp

kinh phi cho chuing téi trang trai tién thué

mé&i dén cudi ndm nhwng bj tir chdi. Chung

t6i da ndép don khang cao chinh thirc yéu
cau LAO xét lai quyét dinh bac hé tro tién
thué va ching tdi dang chd quyét dinh cubi
cung cta LAO.

Thanh vién H6i Béng Quédn Tri va nhén
vién CSALC tham gia dé&u tranh vén déng
Ngung Cat Gidm truwdc Queen’s Park

Tuyén bé caa Chinh Phi Lién
Bang

Ngay 12 thang 8 nam 2019, Chinh phu
Lién bang da cong bd mot khoan tai tro tri
gia 26 triéu d6 la cho LAO danh cho cac
dich vu vé luat di tra va ti nan. Mac du day
la mot tin dang hoan nghénh dbi v&i cac
nhom thé yéu, viéc tang tai tro mot lan
khéng hoan toan giai quyet dwoc sw thiéu
hut trong ngan sach trg glup phap ly va
khong gidi quyét sw bén virng lau dai cla

tro giup phap ly.

Cat giam ngan sach phap tro
(LAO) da cat giam dich vu truc
tiep cho cong dong

Cuwdng dé clia viéc cat gidm nay co tac
ddng nghiém trong dén ngwdi dan Ontario
c6 thu nhap thap, cong dbng sac téc,
ngwdi nhap cw, nguwdi ti nan, ngudi co
tinh trang nhap cw bap bénh va cac nhém
yéu thé khac. Song song v&i sy cat giam
chirng thw phap tro' cho cac hé so di tr
va ti nan, mét sé Trung tdm phap tro' cong
dodng bi cat kinh phi ndng da phai cat giam
dich vu cta ho déi véi cw dan Ontario ¢
thu nhap thép.



Trung tdm cua chung t6i phuc vu cac than
chu c6 thu nhap thap, khong thao tiéng Anh
tlr cac cong dong ngwoi Hoa, Viét, Khmer va
Lao, nhung ngucyl phai dbi mé&t véi cac rao
can vé kinh t&, ngén ngir va van hoa khi tiép
can cong ly.

Chl’mg toi cung cép cac dich vu phu hgp nhu
cau vé ngon ngu va van héa cho khach hang
bang chinh ngén ngi¥ ca ho.

Khach hang c6 the tlep nhan dich vu cda
ching toi tryc tiép ma khong can théng qua
thong dich (VI nhan vién cua chung téi noi
ngon ngu cta ho), diéu nay mang lai hiéu
qua va tiét kiém kinh phi I&n cho hé théng

phap 1y.

Chung tdi cung cép dich vu phéap ly cho coéng
nhan bi chd ng’ lwong, nguwdi thué nha bi
du0| nha bat hop phap, nhirng ngui b tir
chdi phuc gi xa hoi. v.v.

Chung t6i cliing dai dién cho nhleu khach
hang co tinh trang nhap cw bap bénh vé&i van
dé phap ly phtre tap cla ho.

T viéc gitp ho bao lanh than nhan dén
Canada, ho&c ngén can sy truc xuat khoi
Canada, dich vu cua chung t6i c6 tac dong
I&n lao cho cudc séng ctia ho. Néu khéng c6
sw tro gidp cla ching toi thi ho sé khéng thé
tiép tuc sinh séng, phat trién va déng gop &
Canada.

Do sw gan giii va hiéu biét trong cong dong,
chung toi co thé tap trung gidi quyét cac van
dé thiét yéu trong cong dong Vi duy, chung
t6i da giup giadi quyét rat nhiéu ho so trong
linh vwc lao ddng, than cha da sb la nhivng
nguw®i nhap cw ttr Trung Quéc va Bong Nam
A, ho lam trong nhirng cong viéc bap bénh
va dé bj cha loi dung béc 16t. Ngoai linh v
dai dién ho so' ca nhan, ching t6i cling tham
gia cac van dong cai cach thay ddi theo tinh
hé théng. Nam 2016, ching tdi da phat hanh
moét ban bao cdo mang tén Sweet & Sour:
ban bao cdo nay ghi nhan nhirng van dé vi
pham luat Iao dong trong nghanh nha hang
&n va cac van dé mang tinh hé théng trong
viéc xtr ly cta bé Lao Bong.

Ban bao cao da khién Bo Lao ddng tién hanh
kiém tra toan nganh dé bao dam phai tuan
thu luat phap.

Dich vu
trwc tiép da
bi cat. Tha
Hién Doug

Ford pha
v& o hira!

Chinh phti néi rang viéc cat giam ngan sach
sé khéng &nh hwdng dén dich vu truc tiép.
Nhwng diéu nay khéng dung véi sw that. Néu
chung t6i budc phai sa thai nhan vién, thi sé
phai giam dich vu.

Bén canh viéc cat gidam ngan sach tirc thoi
cho dich vu phap ly, chinh quyén tinh ciing
dwa ra "Dy an hién dai hoa dich vu phap tro"
bao gébm viéc danh gia mé hinh cta Trung
tam phap tro cdng déng vé dich vu cung cép.
Twong lai that mu mit, liéu sy ton tai cta
trung tam phap tro' cdng ddng c6 nguy co bj
loai bé phai dong clra, hay cac dich vu truyén
thdng va van dong cai cach hé théng bj cat
giam hay loai bé.

Tai cuéc hop Town Hall, Avvy Go,
Giam déc CSALC noi vé nhiing &nh
huwéng trdm trong cua viéc cét gidm
chuwong trinh phap tro danh cho nguoi
dan Ontario c6 thu nh4p thap va cac
céng dong yéu thé.
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Tai sao vai tro cua Trung tam phap
tro cong dong la quan trong

Puorc tai tro bédi Legal Aid Ontario, 72 Trung
tam phap tro cdng déng trén khap Ontario da
phuc vu nhitng ngudi dan yéu thé & Ontario
déi mat v&i nhirng van dé thiét thwe nhét cla
ho nhw nha &, thu nhap bao dam, cong an
viéc lam, tai nan nghé nghiép, nhap cw va van
van.

Trung tam phap tro cdng dong 1a noi cung cap
dich vu phap ly trwc tiép véi tha tuc hanh
chanh nhanh gon va khdéng quan liéu. Trung
tam phap tro cdng déng bat ngudn tr cong
ddng v&i nhan lwc han ché, ho dung cac sang
kién khac nhau dé dap &ng véi cac van dé
doc dao ma cong ddng ctia ho phai dwong
dau.

Do céac rao can vé ngdn ngi, kinh té va hé
thdng, nhiéu nhédm yéu thé chi cé thé cay vao
cac trung tam phap tro cdng ddng théng qua
dich vu ctia ho dé tiép can cong ly. Cac luat
sw tw khéng hanh nghé trong cac linh vyc
phap ly anh hwéng thiét thwc dén nguoi
nghéo. Néu khéng c¢é nhirng sw hé tro’ cla
trung tdm phap trg, thi nhirng nguwdi cé thu
nhap thap sé budc phai tw bién ho. Néu vay
thi Toa phai xt ly thém nhiéu hd so ra toa tw
bién sé khién cac phién xt kéo dai va gay hao
tdn tai nguyén hon.

Ludt sw va sinh vién thurc tap phdp ly kéu
goi “Tiép cdn Céng Ly cho Moi Nguori”,

Thém vao do, nhirng nguw&i phai ty bién sé
khé chéng lai phe dbi lap dwoc tai tro tét,
thwdng la cac co quan nha nudc co dai dién
phap ly gitp ho trinh bay hop ly. Diéu nay
lam nghiéng can can céng ly va ton hai
nguyén tac tiép can cong ly va binh dang.
Céc nghién clru cling cho thay v&i mbi dé la
chi cho cac dich vu phap tro thi sé tiét kiém
dwoc 6 do la cho cac linh vwe chi tiéu khac
cta chinh ph nhw van dé vé gia cw, strc
khoe, gia dinh tan v& va tinh trang bi giam
gilr.

Buéi hop véi thanh vién nguoi Hoa
trong céng dong vé “Ngan Chan Cat
Giam Phéap Tro” & Trung tam
Céng dong S.E.A.S .

Bubi hop véi thanh vién nguoi Viét trong
céng déng vé “Ng&n Chan Cat Giam
Phap Tro” & Trung tam Céng déng
S.EAS.
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Chung t6i can ban gitip d& dé ngan chan
viéc cat giam tro giup phap ly

Cét gidam chwong trinh phap tro 1a mét sy tAn céng vao cong déng ma chuang téi
phuc vu. Trung tam da td chirc mot sb hoat ddng chdng trd phan dbi sy cat gidm
nhw t& chire cac budi hop cdng déng, tham gia biéu tinh, t& chirc van ddng cuing voi
suw hd tro ctia khach hang, cac thanh vién céng déng, cac td chire dbi tac ctia Trung
tam dé glri thong diép manh mé t&i chinh pha doi hdi ddo nguoc sy cat giam va bao
ton hé thdng trung tdm phap tro cong déng.

Dé tham gia vao chién dich ngwng cét giam phap tro' clia ching t6i, vui long dién vao
biéu mau: https://urlzs.com/RStE

Ngay Hanh Dong:
AT Chuyén Xe Cong
T W = gmmm | Ly-Ngay 30

DOUG FORD, mpp " ROTI & PASTmiEs L L] Thang 7, 2019

Etobicoke Nort,

h Eonstituen(y Office

Cac nhan vién,
than chd, thanh
vién céng déng va
déi tac cia CSALC
trirdc van phong
cta Tha Hién
Doug Ford.

Ngay Hanh Ddng:
Chuyén Xe Cong Ly
— Ngay 30 Thang 7,
2019.

Tém biéu ngi¥ cla
Chuyén Xe Danh
Céng Ly voi hang
tram thdng diép phan
déi viéc cét gidm
chuwong trinh phap tro
cla céac thanh vién
trong céng doéng.
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